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..... Of course, as we have seen, the city's
religious history began long before the rise of
Shaivismas such. What is significant, however, is that
over the time of the Kashi khanda this city was said to
have been the 'original ground' created by Shiva and
Parvati, upon which they stood at the beginning of time
when no other 'place existed; the place from which the
whole creation came forth in the beginning and to which
it will all return in the fire of time's end; the people
where Shiva's linga, as the unfathomable symbol of the
supreme long, first pierced the earth."(t)
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